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drawing-master with a written essay, on some subject connected 
with the cause of education. This essay is read publicly by 
him, and the subject of which it treats is then open for general 
discussion. ‘Thus, wherever there is a will there is a way, for 
all those who are sincerely desirous of improving the condition 
of our schools. 

As a general fact, there is incontrovertible evidence that the 
qualifications of teachers are advancing, throughout the State. 
Still the demand for increased fitness, as made known by the 
committees’ reports, was never more earnest than at present. 
The existing state of things, in one or two particulars, tends 
seriously to embarrass committees in the selection of teachers. 
The number of competitors for employment has greatly increased 
within a few years. Extended opportunities for education are 
giving a tolerable knowledge of the rudiments to a much larger 
number of persons. An aversion to manual employments, turns 
away many from the farm, the workshop and other industrial 
occupations ; and these, in the more honorable and lucrative 
rank which school keeping now holds, are attracted towards 
this profession as an eligible resource. Another fact bears 
strongly upon the same point. The average compensation 
given to teachers is much greater in Massachusetts than in any 
other State. Hence, in addition to the increased number of 
applicants springing up amongst ourselves, companies of emi- 
grants from other States are crossing our borders in quest of 
schools. In some instances, a kind of travelling broker or ped- 
lar from another State, comes amongst us, traversing the coun- 
ty to find vacancies, and hire out unknown schoolmasters. 
Hence, not only increased difficulty, but increased danger, in 
making selections, unless the school committees are wary and 
circumspect, and exercise great judgment in their choice. 

In the whole community, there is, doubtless, a sufficient 
number of individuals whom nature has endowed with the high 
(ualifications necessary to a school teacher. So much of oppur- 
lunity for preparation, and so much of encouragement in the 
Way of social consideration and emolument, should be proffered 
0 this class, that they will be naturally attracted to a calling 

































— ~? 
ql an 


ose 


es Bees 
ae - 


ee 
a et > ea 


Rud 


ce: ghee ear oho 


gir end 


Ut Bis 


‘ . 
Stine: Seka 
= 






pte AB 1 


Oe: eri 


SS See 
Ee 


SS ie gametes 


98 THE COMMON SCHOOL JOURNAL, 


so intrinsically honorable. But this can hardly be expected 
while the condition and sentiments of society open so many 
other and more direct avenues to eminence and fortune. Hence 
the places of those whom nature has more especially pre- 
adapted to this sacred work, are occupied by others,—in some 
instances, by those whom neither nature nor art has tended 
to prepare for the service. 


SCHOOL REGISTERS. 


I wish to call the attention of the Board, for a moment, to 
the subject of School Registers. So far as I know, there is now 
no difference of opinion in regard to the expediency of having 
registers kept in all our schools. Statistics, indispensable to a 
knowledge of the working of our school system, and to the 
removal of its defects, can in no other way be obtained. There 
remains, however, an important question, as to the mode in 
which the registers shall be provided, and transmitted to the 
schools. Heretofore, they have been prepared and sent out, in 
single sheets. 'This was necessary, at first, in order to facili- 
tate modifications, should any be found necessary in practice. 
I would now suggest another form, at once cheaper and more 
useful. It is, the substitution of a book, which will last six, 
eight, or ten years, instead of sheets designed only for a single 
year. My reasons are the following: The book-form will be 
less expensive. It will be less liable to be lost, mislaid or muti- 
lated ; and hence much time, now spent by the committees, in 
hunting up the registers, which unfaithful teachers have neg- 
lected to return, or in inquiring out facts, which a mutilated 
register fails to communicate, will be annually saved. A book 
belonging to each school, will exhibit its condition for a series 
of years; it will be a means of self-comparison from year to 
year, and thus form an unexceptionable stimulus to improve- 
ment. The want of a permanent register is already so much 
felt, that several towns are preparing blank books, designed to 
last several years, for their own use. I am not certain but that 
the law, as it now stands, would authorize the Board to make 
the proposed change. Should doubt exist on this point, it Is 
very desirable that such a change should be made in the law, 
as would empower the Board to supersede a comparatively 
defective and expensive mode for one both better and cheaper. 


USE OF THE BIBLE IN SCHOOLS. 


Ever since I have been Secretary of the Board, the inquiry 
has occasionally been made of me,—perhaps oftener, however, 
by persons residing out of the State than in it,—to what extent 
the Bible is used in our schools. Having early ascertained that 
it was very generally used, I stated the fact, at that time, In 
one of my Reports to the Board. During the past summer, 
however, the inquiry has been renewed; and it has sometimes 
been made in such a way as to indicate an apprehension that 
this book of our fathers was gradually dropping from the hands 
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of their children. Although I knew personally that its use 
had been extending ever since the existence of the Board, yet, 
to put the matter beyond question, I took measures to obtain 
authentic evidence as to the fact, in regard to every town in the 
Commonwealth. ‘The result is as follows: of the 308 towns in 
the State, the Bible is prescribed by the committees as one of 
the reading books to be used in the schools, in 258. In 38 
towns, it is used, but whether as a devotional or as a reading 
book, the committees do not say. The committees of nine 
towns have not replied to my letter.* In three towns, only, it 
is found that the Scriptures have not been,—or not been gene- 
rally,—used in the schools. ‘The reason assigned by one com- 
mittee man, is the following: ‘The cause of their [the Scrip- 
tures] non-admission is, that they are not calculated for a 
school book. ‘The style and phraseology are too difficult to be 
read, to constitute them a proper book to put into the hands of 
youth simply to teach them to read. The design of the volume 
is of a nature higher and holier. From an experience of eleven 
years of teaching, in my younger days, from the strictest obser- 
vation and much reflection, this is my decided opinion.” 'To 
show the character of the individuals who sometimes get posses- 
sion of our schools, I give the answer of another committee man, 
who says: ‘‘Objections have been raised against it, [the Tes- 
tament,] by some teachers, on account of many of the verses 
not ending with a full stop”! The committee of one town 
gave no reason in regard to the past; but a declaration was 
made that the subject should be immediately attended to. 
From the general character of the towns not heard from, I have 
every reason to suppose that their practice conforms to the gen- 
eral usage of the State. Acknowledging, then, before heaven 
and earth, and with humility and contrition of spirit, that we 
fall greatly short of what we should be; yet I believe all 
attempts will prove unavailing to disparage the religious char- 
acter of Massachusetts, as compared with the rest of Christen- 
dom, or to show that its institutions and its people are not as 
deeply imbued with the divine spirit of Christianity as those of 
any other community upon the fhoe of the earth. 


REMOVAL OF THE LEXINGTON NORMAL SCHOOL TO WEST NEWTON. 


During the year ending in the month of September last, the 
number of pupils at the Lexington Normal School, had so 
increased, that not more than one half of them could be com- 
lortably accommodated in the building which they occupied. 
Measures for increasing the accommodations became indispen- 
sable to the prosperity of the school. Besides, for the use of 
the premises, limited and insufficient as they were, the Board 
was then paying an annual rent of $150. At that time it was 
ascertained that a large and commodious edifice in West New- 
ton, which had been erected originally for an academy, and 


tin ne the above Report was made, replies have been received from three of the 
he towns mentioned, and in the schools of each of them the Bible is used.—Ep. 
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which, including the value of the land, had cost $3000, could 
be purchased for $1500. But the building and grounds needed 
repair and improvement, and the Board, from its limited funds 
could ill afford the necessary outlay. Irreparable injury threat. 
ened the school, when, these facts coming to the knowledge of 
the Hon. Josiah Quincy, Jr., he generously advanced the money 
for the purchase of the place at West Newton. He directed 
that a deed should be taken in my name, which, on the 7th 
day of August last, was accordingly done. Henceforth, the 
building is appropriated, free of rent, to the use of the Board of 
Education, for the accommodation of a Normal School, so long 
as such an institution shall be sustained by the State, on the 
broad principles of equality and justice, on which our school 
laws and school system are now founded. I hope Mr. Quincy 
will pardon this public use of his name, against what I know 
to be his personal wishes ; for, in so doing, I am but taking one 
from the long list of his private benefactions, to make use of it 
as a high and worthy, though,—as I trust,—not an inimitable 
example. 

There are three or four topics having a most important bear- 
ing upon the welfare of our Common Schools, which the length 
of my former Reports has debarred me from considering. I now 
solicit for them the attention of the Board. 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MONEYS AMONG DISTRICTS. 


This subject is intimately connected with that great doctrine 
of republican equality, which constitutes. our principle, our 
boast and our hope. 

With the exception, perhaps, of a dozen towns, all the rest in 
the State, are divided geographically into school districts. Pro- 
vision for the territorial sub-division of our towns was first made 
by the statute of 1789,—the germ of which was in the Province 
Law, 8 Geo. 3, ch. 309. I consider this, beyond comparison, 
the most pernicious law ever passed in this Commonwealth, on 
the subject of schools. Other things being equal, or, making 
due allowance for inequality in other things, the schools are 
now invariably the best, in those towns, which are ndt divided 
into districts, but in which the school system is administered by 
the town, in its corporate capacity. The reasons for this are 
obvious and numerous. pt 

In cases where the schools are maintained by the town, 1n its 
corporate capacity, it is obvious that every section of the town 
would be treated substantially alike. No portion of the inhab- 
itants would contribute, for any length of time, to pay for ben- 
efits from whose participation they were debarred. If only one 
good schoolhouse were erected within any part of the towns 
jurisdiction, all other parts would demand as good a house for 
themselves. Having contributed to the erection of a good house 
for the favored section, an equitable claim for one substantially 
as good, would vest in every other section. This would pat- 
take of the nature of a claim for remuneration or reimburse- 
ment; and it would be so obviously founded in justice, that ne 
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man regardful of his own interests could omit to make it, and 
no respectable man on whom it was made, could resist it. In 
such a case, therefore, not only all parental and patriotic 
motives, but even interested ones, would array themselves on 
the side of advancement. Under the present system, the erec- 
tion of a new schoolhouse awaits the imperious call of neces- 
sity, or the slow action of duty in the public mind ; and perhaps 
no call of necessity has ever been so loud and imperative as not 
to encounter opposition from more or less of the taxable inhab- 
itants. 

The same principles would come into full activity, in regard 
to the length of schools, and the competency of teachers. All 
would insist upon reform and become advocates for progress. 
Were the whole town responsible in its corporate capacity, for 
the whole of the schools within it, the inhabitants of no town 
would ever think of, the inhabitants of no section of any town 
would ever submit to, a school of only three or four months in 
a year, for one part, while other parts were enjoying a school 
for ten months, or for the whole year. No section would ever 
accept a teacher, hired for $10 a month, and perhaps dear at 
that, while others were favored with teachers richly worth $30 
or $40 a month. Each section, too, would demand an equal 
supervision from the school committee, and would make favor- 
itism or predilection as dangerous as they are unjust. So of 
school furniture, apparatus, libraries, and of other constituents 
in the prosperity of a school. In fine, if towns, as such, were 
to administer the school system within their respective limits, 
the great principle of republican equality would have an unob- 
structed sphere of action, and would yield its harvest of benefi- 
cent fruits; now, selfishness has ever-renewing opportunities for 
interposing its mischievous obstructions to the progress of our 
schools. But the calamity of this system isentailed upon the 
State. A few towns, it is true, have abolished their district 
organization, and reverted to the ancient system. But we can 
hardly expect that their example will be generally followed, at 
least for a long time to come. 

A question then arises, how shall the money raised by the 
town for the support of its schools, be distributed among its 
districts? The law confides this power to the towns. In exe- 
cuting it, they certainly have sought out many inventions. 
Below, is an authentic schedule of the modes of distribution, as 
derived from the best authority,—the school committees of the 
State. I state also the lowest sum distributed to any one dis- 
trict, in a town. 

In another part of this Report, I may venture to make a few 
remarks in favor of the introduction of Vocal Music into the 
public schools of the State. Having also obtained information 
respecting the extent to which this refining art is now practised 
iN our schools, I insert the results in the same catalogue. 

though the two subjects have no connection with each other, 
yet the insertion of them together, will supersede the necessity 
*' another schedule for all the towns in the State. 
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SUFFOLK. 


Boston. Not districted. All schools kept during the year. 

Vocal music is regularly taught by an accomplished instructer in all the 
grammar and writing schools, but not in the Latin, or English High Schoo! 
It is practised more or less in the primary schools. 

Cuetsea. Thirty-seven hundred dollars are distributed according to the 
number of scholars,* and $100 to the two smallest districts. Lowest sum to 
any district, $106 81. Vocal music in nearly all the schools. 


ESSEX. 


Amessury. Four tenths are divided equally among the districts ; six tenths 
equally among all persons under 21 years of age. Lowest sum, $71 28, 
Vocal music in three, out of 16 schools. 

Anpover. Money is apportioned by the school committee and selectmen, 
whose object is, that the means of education shall be enjoyed equally by all 
the districts. Lowest sum, $115 00. 

Beverty. Money is distributed according to the number of ratable polls 
in the several districts. Lowest sum, $47 50. Vocal music in four schools. 

Boxrorp. Money raised by tax is divided equally among the 7 districts. 
Money received from other sources is divided y peri, pes the number of per- 
sons in each district between 4 and 16 years of age. west sum, $103 67. 
Vocal music in one school. 

Braprorp. Money raised by tax is divided according to the number of per- 
sons in the districts under 21 years of age. Money received from the State, 
according to the number between 4 and 16. Lowest sum, $110 60. Vocal 
music practised where the teachers are competent. 

Danvers. All the money, excepting $200, is distributed according to the 
number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. The committee distribute 
the reserved sum of $200, among such districts as in their judgment require 

it most. Lowest sum, $140 62. Vocal music in four schools. 

Essex. The selectmen are authorized to distribute the money according to 
their discretion. Lowestsum, $45. Vocal music occasionally, in two schools. 

GrorceTown. The town voted to appropriate $137, to each of the three 
largest districts ; and $121 to each of the three smallest, without regard to 
property, number of children, or polls. 

Govucester. Money distributed according to, the number of persons in 
each district, between the ages of 4 and 21 years.’ Lowest sum, $100. Vo 
cal music in two schools. 

Havernitt. Committee did not answer the question. 

“ene Money is divided equally among the 4 districts,— $100 to 
each. 

Irswicu. One thousand dollars are divided according to the tax assessed 
upon the districts; $150 according to the number of persons between 4 and 
16 years of age; and the residue, $750, at the discretion of the committee. 
Lowest sum, $98. Vocal music in two winter schools. 

Lynn. Schools kept through the year. Lowest sum given to any one 
school, $200. Vocal music practised in six schools. 5 Wi 

Lynnrietp. Money, heretofore, which was levied in any district, given 
back to it. At the annual meeting in March last, the town voted to give to 
one of the three districts, $162; to another, $165; and to the third, $200. 

Mancuester. Money is apportioned by a vote of the town among the dis- 
tricts ; and $107 43 more than their proportion, given to the two smaller dis 
tricts, ‘‘ by way of compromise.” ‘i 

Marsieneap. All the schools are kept the year round. Vocal music 10 
one school. ye 

‘ ee Each district receives back what it paid in taxes. Lowest sum, 

aU. 

MippteTon. Money is equally divided among the districts, — $ 166 66 1 
each. Vocal music in three schools. 

schol- 
nd 16 


* When it is stated that the money is divided according to the number of 
ars, it is doubtless meant, according to the number of persons between 4# 
years of age. 
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Newsvry. Money is apportioned according to the number of males jn each 
district, over 16 years of age, who are not paupers. Lowest sum, $72 36. 

NewsvryPort. Schools are kept through the year. Vocal! music in thir- 
teen schools. 

Rockport. Money is distributed according to the number of polls in each 
district. Lowest sum, $137 00. 

Row.ey. Money is apportioned according to valuation. Lowest sum, $43. 

Satem. Schools are kept through the year. Vocal music is practised in 
nine schools, under teachers specially employed ; and in others, according to 
the disposition and ability of the teacher. 

Satissury. The subject is under the consideration of a committee of the 
town. Lowest sum, $86 56. 

Savevs. Money is divided according to the judgment of the school com- 
mittee. Lowest sum, $98 00. 

TorsrieLD. The committee did not answer the question. 

Wennam. Money is divided equally according to the number of scholars, 
up to 50, and then at the rate of 2 for 1. Lowest sum, $32 00. 

West Newsury. Money is apportioned, three eighths to the districts, 
and five eighths to the scholars. west sum, $107 95. 


MIDDLESEX. 


Acton. Money is apportioned among the districts in proportion to the 
amount of property assessed. Lowest sum, $90 50. Vocal music, more or 
less, in all the summer schools. 

Asupy. Eight districts receive equal shares of the money raised by tax ; 
the ninth receives three fifths as much as one of the others’ shares. The inter- 
est of the Surplus Revenue is divided equally. Lowest sum, $49 62. Vocal 
music in two schools. 

Beprorpv. ‘Two hundred forty-two dollars, five cents are given to the centre 
district, and $121 02, to each of the others. 

Biterica. The money is distributed arbitrarily according to a vote of the 
town, passed some years since. It is not stated in what manner. Lowest 
sum, $80 27. Vocal music in two schools. 

Boxsoro’. Money is divided equally among the four districts,— $ 100 00 
to each. 

Bricuton. The male and female departments of the high school, receive 
about $1050; the five district schools about $188 each. Vocal music to 
some extent in five or six schools. 

Burtineton. Money is equally divided,— $62 22 to each school. _ 

Camprince. Schools are kept through the year. Vocal music occasion- 
ally in all the schools. 

Carutste. Money is divided equally among the districts ; $ 106 00 to each. 
Vocal music in one school. te 

CuarLestown. Schools are kept through the year. Vocal music in all. 

Cuetmsrorp. Four fifths are divided among the districts according to the 
amount they paid in taxes, and one fifth distributed according to the discretion 
of the selectmen. Lowest sum, $101 14. Vocal music in three schools. 

Concorp. The money is apportioned partly according to the number of 
ratable polls, and partly on the amount of property. Lowest sum, $155 01. 
Vocal music in four schools. ; 

Dracur. Money is apportioned according to the tax paid by each district. 
Lowest sum, $41 14. 

Dunsrasie. Money is apportioned according to the tax paid by each dis- 
inet. Lowest sum, $38 75. Vocal music in four schools. 

Framincuam. The question was not answered by the committee. Vocal 
musi¢ in four schools. 

Groton. ‘Two thirds of the money is divided according to the number o 
scholars, and one third equally among the districts. Lowest sum, $57 60. 

ocal music in five schools. 
$ — Money is equally divided among the districts. Lowest sum, 

Hopkinton. The question was not answered by the committee. Vocal 
Music in two schools. 
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Lexincton. The three large districts receive $300-each ; the other four 
$200 each. Vocal music in eight schools. ’ 

Lincotn. Money is divided equally among the four districts,— $178 3¢ 
each. Vocal music in two schools. 

Littteton. The town is not districted; the money is divided equal] 
among the schools. Vocal music in three schools. J 

Lowett. The schools are kept during the year. 

Maven. Money is divided according to the number of scholars between 
the ages of 4 and 14. Vocal music in four schools. 

Mar.soro’. There are 1075 persons in town under 21 years of age 
averaging 1074 to eachdistrict. Such a district would receive $110. From 
every district having three less than the average number, $ 1 is taken; and to 
every district having three more than the average, $1 is given. Lowest sum, 
$98 00. Vocal music in one school. 

Meprorp. The schools are kept through the year. Vocal music in most 
of the schools. 

Natick. The sum of $20 is given to each district, and the residue is 
divided according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $94 00. Vocal 
music practised in most of the schools. 

Newton. The money is divided by a committee of one from each district, 
so that the schools may be nearly of an equal length in them all. Lowest 
sum, $176. Vocal music in three schools. 

PeppereLL. The money is divided equally among the several districts. 
Vocal music in three schools. 

Reapinc. One half is divided according to the number of persons between 
4 and 16 years of age, in the districts; and the other half, according to the 
taxes paid by each. Lowest sum, $79 21. Vocal music in one school. 

Suersurne. The districts receive back what they pay in taxes. Lowest 
sum, $82 61. 

Suirtey. Money is divided equally among the districts. 

Somervitte. The town is not districted. Most of the schools are kept 
through the year. Vocal music to some extent in all the schools. 

South Reapinc. Money is divided ‘‘ per capita,’”’ but the committee are 
authorized to modify the rule in favor of smal] districts. Lowest sum, $50 00. 

SroneuaM. One half is apportioned according to the number of persons 
between 4 and 16 years of age, in each district ; and one half according to the 
valuation of the districts. Lowest sum, $41 98. Vocal music in five 
schools. 

Stow. Money received in taxes from each district, is paid back. Lowest 
sum, $79 82. 

Supsuny. Money is equally divided among the districts. 

Tewxspury. The committee did not answer the question. 

Townsend. One half among the districts, and the other half according to 
the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $50 05. Vocal music in most of the 
schools. 

Tynessoro’. For more than 20 years past, the money has been apportion- 
ed in equal sums among the several districts, by an annual vote of the town,— 
$100 to each. Last year an additional sum of $100, was raised for 3 
‘‘ grammar” or ‘‘ high school,’’ which all children of suitable age and acquite- 
ments may attend. Eis 

Wattuam. The schools are kept nearly all the year. Vocal music in 
three schools. ; 

Watertown. Money is divided equally per scholar. Vocal music in four 
schools occasionally. , 

Way.anp. Money is divided equally among the districts. 

_West Camprince. One fifth of the money is apportioned to the south 

district ; so much is taken as will support a school in the Wyman disirict six 
months in the summer, and four months in the winter, and the residue is di- 
vided between the other districts in proportion to the number of families 
each. Vocal music in all the schools. 
_ Westrorp. Seven tenths are divided according to the number of persons 
in each district, between 3 and 16 years of age; and three tenths equally 
among the districts. Lowest sum, $87 78. 

Weston. Money is divided equally among the districts. 
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Witmincton. Money is divided equally among the districts. 
Wosvrn. Money is divided equally among the scholars between the ages 
of fand 16. Lowest sum, $45 70. 


WORCESTER. 


AsnpurnHaM. Money is divided by a committee, chosen by the town. 
Lowest sum, $74 25. 

Arnot. Committee did not answer. Vocal music in one school only. 

Aveurn. Money is divided according to valuation. Lowest sum, $20. 

Barre. Money is divided, one third by the scholar, one third by the dis- 
trict, and one third by valuation. But in case the share of any district falls 
below $100, the deficiency is made up from the share of those districts which 
receive more than $100. Lowest sum, $100. 

Bertin. Money is divided equally among the districts. 

Botron. Money is divided equally among the districts. 

Boytston. One half among the districts, the other half according to the 
number of persons in the districts, between the ages of 4 and 21 years. Low- 
est sum, $71 13. 

BrooxrieLD. In the South parish the money is distributed by the scholar ; 
in the West parish, according to the taxes paid by the districts. 

CuarLton. Money is divided according to the valuation. 

Dana. Money is divided equally between the districts. Vocal music in two 
schools. 

Doveras. Money is divided according to a vote of the town passed 20 years 
ago ; but the vote is not given. Lowest sum, $78 95. 

Duptey. Money is divided according to valuation. Lowest sum, $60. 

FitcusurcH. Seventy-five dollars are given to each district, and the resi- 
due divided among the larger districts in proportion to the number of scholars 
in each, respectively. Lowest sum, $75. 

Garpner. One third is divided according to the number of scholars, and 
two thirds by district. 

Grarron. Apportioned by a committee of the town according to the valu- 
ation, and the number of scholars,—ratio not specified. Lowest sum, $ 105. 

Harpwicu. Money is divided partly according to the tax, and partly 
according to the scholar,—ratio not specified. Lowest sum, $64 67. 

Harvarp. One half is divided among the districts, one half according to 
the number of persons in each, between the ages of 4 and 21 years. Lowest 
sum, $85 75. Vocal music in two schools. 

Hotpen. One half is divided among the districts, in proportion to the 
number of scholars on the first day of November ; the other half in proportion 
to the taxable property in the districts. 

Hvsparpston. Money is divided according to the number of persons in the 
district between 4 and 21 years of age. Lowest sum, $61 80. Vocal music 
in one school. 

Lancaster. Money is apportioned by a committee from each district, who 
have ** no uniform rule.’’ west sum, $51 92. 

Letcesrer. Thirty dollars are first given to each district, and the residue is 
divided according to the number of persons in each, between the ages of 4 
and 16. Lowest sum, $77 64. 

Leominster. Money is divided by a committee, consisting of one from 
each district, chosen by the town each year, whose ‘‘ aim is to give the schol- 
ars in each district an equal chance of obtaining an education.”’ ‘‘ The divi- 
sion is not made from the number of scholars, nor from the valuation, but from 
the varying circumstances of each district from year to year, so as to give 
equal privileges to all scholars, as far as is practicable.’’ Lowest sum, $60. 
this is given to a district which contains but four families, but so situated that 
it cannot be united with any other. 

Lunensurc. One half is divided equally between the districts, and one 
half according to the number of scholars. Lowest -sum. $7895. Vocal 
Musi¢ in two schools. 

Mexvon. One third is divided equally among the districts. two thirds 
according to the scholar; but no district can receive more than 14 per cent. 
ofthe whole. Lowest sum, $5395. Vocal music in some schools. 

Mitrorp. One half is divided equally among the districts ; one half accord- 
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ing to the number of persons in each, between the ages of 3 and 21. Lowest 
sum, $63 57. 

Mittevry. Money is divided according to the number of families in each 
district,— $20 being given to each of the three smaller districts. Lowest 
sum, $7500. Vocal music in one school. 

New Braintree. ‘* Money is divided by no definite rule, but apportioned 
so as to give each scholar an equal opportunity for education.”’ Lowest sum 
$58. Vocal music in two schools. 

NortusorovcH. The principle of division is not specified. Vocal music 
in most of the schools. 

Nortuermee. One fourth is divided equally among the districts; one 
half according to the number of scholars between 4 and 16 years of age; and 
one fourth according to the average attendance the preceding winter ;—$ 5 is 
given to one small district. Lowest sum, $39 58. 

Nortu Brooxrietp. ‘Three tenths of the money are divided equally among 
the districts, and seven tenths according to the number of scholars. Lowest 
sum, $73. Vocal music in three schools. 

OakxHaM. One fourth is divided equally among the districts, and three fourths 
according to the amount of taxes paid by each. Lowest sum, $42 86. 

Oxrorp. The committee returned no answer. 

Paxton. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $56 46. 

PerersHamM. Two eighths are divided equally among the districts; three 
eighths according to the valuation, and three eighths according to the number 
of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. Lowest sum, $45 64. 

Puiturpston. One third is divided according to the number of persons 
between 4 and 16 years of age; one third equally among the districts, and 
one third according to the valuation. 

Princeton. Money is divided equally among the districts. 

Royautston. The money raised by tax is paid back to the districts, accord- 
ing to the amount received from them. The income from a local fund,—$ 90, 
is divided equally among the districts. ‘The income from the State school 
fund is given to the districts that need it most. Lowest sum, $41. 

Rutianp. Money is divided by a vote of the town at the annual meeting. 
Principle of division not specified. Lowest sum, $59. 

Surewspury. One half is divided equally among the districts ; one half 
according to the number of scholars,—with slight variations to aid the smaller 
districts. Lowestsum, $118 14. 

SoutnrorovcH. Money is divided équally,— $ 100 to each district. Vocal 
music in two schools. 

Sourusrivce. Money is divided according to the valuation. Lowest sum, 
$58 87. Vocal music in three schools. 

Spencer. The sum of $30 is given to each district, and the residue is 
divided according to the number of persons between the ages of 4 and 16 
years. Lowest sum, $52 92. 

Srer.inc. Seven elevenths are divided equally among the 12 schools, (the 
centre district having two schools,) and four elevenths divided according to the 
number of persons between the ages of 4 and 21 years. Lowest sum, $76 75. 

Srursrivce. Each district receives the amount of the tax it paid. Share 
from State fund divided according to the number of scholars. west sum, 
$44 70. Vocal music in one school. 

Sutton. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of families in the districts. Lowest sum, $71 35. 

Tempteton. One half is divided equally among the districts. and one half 
zccording to the number of scholars. 

Pg Each district receives the amount of the tax it paid. Lowest sum. 

Uxerince. One half is divided equally among the districts, excepting two 
which receive two thirds as much as the others, the residue is di 
—* to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $42. Vocal music in one 
school. 

Warren. The committee returned no answer. 

Wesster. The committee returned no answer. : 

WesrtsorovcH. The town apportions a certain per centage to each dis- 
trict. Principle not stated. Lowest sum, $86 14. 
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West Boyiston. One fourth is divided equally among the districts, and 
three fourths according to the number of scholars. Income from State 
fund according to the scholar. Lowest sum, $61 24. Vocal music in two 

-hools. 

+ W coTMINSTER. Principle of division is not stated in the committee’s 
answer. Vocal music in some of the schools. 

Wincuenvon. One half is divided equally among the districts, and the 
other half according to the number of scholars. The share received from the 
State is divided equally among the districts. Lowest sum, $74 09. 

Worcester. The sum of $40 was given to each district, excepting the 
centre, the residue was divided in proportion to the number of minors in the 
respective districts. Lowest sum, $101 24. The centre district is — 
rated, and has power tu raise money. Vocal music in nearly all the schools. 


HAMPSHIRE. 


Awnerst. One third is divided equally among the districts, and two thirds 
according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. Lowest 
sum, $9757. Vocal music in four schools. 

BetcuertowNn. ‘Twenty-three dollars and fifty-three cents are first given 
to each district, and the residue distributed according to the number of schol- 
ars. Lowest sum, $41 55. 

CuesTerFIELD. Forty dollars are given to the selectmen to be divided 
according to their discretion; one half the residue is divided equally among 
the districts, and one half according to the number of scholars. Vocal music 
in three schools. 

Cummincton. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one 
half according to the number of scholars. 

East Hampton. ‘*Custom governs.’’ It is not stated how custom 
divides. Lowest sum, $36. 

ExrieLp. ‘Twenty-five dollars are first given to each district ; of the resi- 
due nine tenths are divided according to the number of scholars, and one tenth 
according to the valuation. Lowest sum, $46 02. 

Gosuen. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. Lowest 
sum, $45. 

Gransy. One half is divided according to the valuation and one half 
according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $1377. Vocal music in 
one school. 

Greenwicn. Money is divided according to the valuation. Lowest sum, 
$18. Vocal music in two schools. 

Haptey. One twelfth is divided equally among the districts, the residue 
according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. Lowest 
sum, $61 47. 

Hatrietp. The committee did not answer the question. Vocal music in 
one school. 

Mivpterie.p. One half is divided according to the taxes paid in each dis- 
trict, and one half equally among the districts. Lowest sum, $4119. Vocal 
music in one school. 

NortHampton. The committee distribute the money. ‘‘ They appropriate 
more to the schools in the outskirts of the town and less to those in the vil- 
lage.’ 'To the most wealthy they appropriate one dollar per scholar, while to 
the poorest they have given three dollars, besides presents to enable them to 
continue their school as many months as others in better circumstances.’’ 
Lowest sum, $30. Vocal music in two schools. 

g onwice. Money is divided according to the valuation. Lowest sum, 
a Each district receives back the amount it paid in taxes. Lowest 

mM, . 

Ptaryrienp. Money is divided according ‘‘ to the supposed wants of each 
district.” Lowest sum, $34 92. 

Prescorr. Money is divided according to the tax which each district pays. 
That received from the State is divided according to the number of scholars. 

South Hapey. Money is divided according to the number of scholars in 
each district. Lowest sum, $66 67. 
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SovrHamptTon. Money raised by taxes is divided, one half according to th 
valuation, and one half according to the number of scholars. The sum received 
from the State is divided equally among the districts. Interest of Surp| 
Revenue is divided according to the number of scholars. = 

Ware. Certain sums apportioned to each district,—principle not stated 
Vocal music in one school. ‘ 

Westuampton. Apportioned by a committee composed of the school com- 
mittee and the prudential committees. Lowest sum, $43 52. 

WinuiamssurcH. Five sixths divided according to the number of scholars 
and one sixth equally among the districts. Lowest sum, $20 31. 

Worrtuincton. Money is divided equally among all the districts,—$77 
81 to each. 


HAMPDEN. 


Buanprorp. Money appropriated by the town is divided according to the 
valuation ; that received from the State according to the scholar. 

Brimrietp. ‘Thirteen nineteenths are divided equally among the districts; 
six nineteenths among the districts according to the excess of the number of 
scholars over thirty. Lowest sum, $68. Vocal music in one school. 

Cuester. Six sevenths are divided ‘‘ upon the polls and estates ;” one 
seventh among the smaller districts. Lowest sum, $20. 

GraNnviLLe. Money is divided, one half on the valuation, and one half on 
the scholar. Vocal music in three schools. 

Hotuanp. Money is divided according to the taxes paid. Lowest sum, 
$ 35. 

Loncmeapow. Money is apportioned, by a committee chosen by the town, 
‘‘according to the wants of the districts.’’ Lowest sum, $84 50. Vocal 
music in one school, in winter. 

LupLtow. Money is divided according to the taxes paid. Lowest sum, 
$2071. Vocal music in two schools. 

Monson. One hundred dollars are placed in the hands of the committee 
** to be distributed to the districts where there is the greatest pecuniary weak- 
ness, according to the discretion of the committee.’’ The residue is divided 
among the districts according to the taxes they pay. Lowest sum, $52 75. 
Vocal music in one school. 

Montcomery. Money is divided according to the taxes paid. What is 
rey from the State is divided equally among the districts. Lowest sum, 

22 91. 

Patmer. Money raised by tax is divided among the districts according to 
the taxes paid. Income of funds and of the Surplus Revenue, equally among 
the districts. Lowest sum, $51 48. 

Russett. Money raised by the town is divided among the districts accord- 
ing to the taxes paid. 

SprincrieLp. The committee make an estimate annually of the sum 
needed by the several districts, for the support of their schools. This esti- 
mate is presented to the town, which appropriates the sum estimated. The 
division is made accordingly. Lowest sum, $140. Vocal music in six schools. 
* To.tanp. Money is divided according to the number of scholars in each 

istrict. ' 

Waxes. One quarter is divided equally among the districts, and three 
quarters according to the number of scholars. : 

Westriep. Money is divided according to the number of scholars in each 
district. Lowest sum, $13 20. 

Wesr Sprincrie.p. Money is divided according to the number of schol- 
ars. Lowest sum, $10 15. Vocal music in a few female schools. 

Witsranam. One third is divided equally among the districts, one third 
according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age, and one 
third according to valuation. Lowest sum, $77 29. 


FRANKLIN. 


AsxFiELp. One third is divided equally among the districts, and two thirds 
a to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. 
sum, $33 47. 
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Brernarpston. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one 
half according to the number of persons between 4 and 18 years of age. 
Lowest sum, $63 50. Vocal music in some of the schools ‘‘in a small de- 
gree. 

O RUCKLAND. Money is divided according to the number of persons between 
4 and 21 years of age. Lowest sum, $14 42. 

CuarLeEMoNT. Money is divided according to the number of persons 
between 4 and 21 years of age. Lowest sum, $20. 

Coreratne. One half is divided according to taxes paid, and one half 
according to the number of persons between 4 and 18 years of age. 

Conway. ‘Twenty-two twenty-ninths are divided according to the number 
of persons between 5 and 21 years of age; and seven twenty-ninths equally 
among the districts. Lowest sum, $25. Vocal music in two schools. 

Deerrietp. One half is divided among the districts, and one half accord- 
ing to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $33 25. 

Ervinc. Money raised by tax is given back to the districts. Money 
received from the State is divided according to the number of scholars. Low- 
est sum, $12 56. 

Gitt. Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Lowestsum, 
$44. 

GreeNFIELD. ‘Two twelfths of the money are placed in the hands of the - 
seleetmen and school committee, to be distributed according to the wants of 
the distriets ; ten twelfths are divided, one half according to the number of 
scholars, one half according to taxes paid. Lowest sum, $67 78. 

Hawiey. ‘ Partly by the scholar, partly by property, and allowance is 
made to small districts.’? Lowest sum, $28 12. 

Heatu. Money is divided, one half on the scholar and one half on the tax- 
able property, excepting in regard to one district, which has the lowest sum, 
— 300. 

Leverett. Money is divided, ‘‘ one half on the scholar and one half on 
the property.’’? Lowest sum, $19 06. 

Leypen. Money is divided equally between the school districts,— $ 60 60 
to each. 

~—— Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Lowest 
sum, $15 42, 

Monracue. Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Low- 
estsum, $43 05. 

New Satem. One third is divided equally among the districts ; one third 
according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age ; and one 
third according to the taxes paid. Lowest sum, $48 26. 

Norturietp. One half is divided according to the taxes paid, and one 
half according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $28. 

Orance. One third is divided according to the number of scholars, one 
third according to taxes, and one third equally among the districts. Lowest 
sum, $34 62. 

Rowe. Money raised by the town is equally divided among the districts, 
according to the taxes oak Money received from other sources, according 
‘o the number of scholars. Vocal music in three schools. 

Suepurne. One third is divided according to the number of scholars ; one 
third equally among the districts, and one third according to taxes paid. Low- 
ést sum, $56 87. 

_SHUTEspury. One third is divided equally among the districts, and two 
thirds according to taxes paid. Lowest sum, $21 06. 

SUNDERLAND. Money is divided according to taxes paid, excepting fifty 
dollars, which are distributed among the smaller districts. Lowest sum, $54. 

Varwick. ‘The committee returned no answer. 

ENDELL, One third according to the number of scholars; one third 
equally among the districts ; and one third according to taxes paid. 

HATELY. Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Low- 
*stsum, $46. Vocal music in two schools. 


BERKSHIRE. 


a Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Lowest 
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Aurorp. Each district receives what it paid in taxes. Lowest 
35 60. om, 

Becket. Each district receives what it paid in taxes. Interest of fy 
and of Surplus Revenue is divided equally among the districts. V - 
+ Vocal music 
in two schools. 

Cuesuire. Money is divided according to the number of scholars “ under 
the age of 21.’’ Lowest sum, $8 13. 

CiarxspurG. Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Low- 
est sum, $33 94. Vocal music in one school. 

Datton. Each district receives what it paid in taxes. Lowest sum, $4] 
50. Vocal music in one school. ; 

Ecremont. Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Low. 
est sum, $74 90. 

Fioripa. Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Lowest 
sum, $12. Vocal music in one school. 

Great Barrincton. ‘Two hundred and fifty of the eleven hundred dollars 
raised by tax, together with the income from town and State funds, are divided 
equally among the districts. ‘The remaining eight hundred and fifty dollars 
are divided among the districts ‘‘ according to the aggregate attendance in 
each between the first of May and the first of March.”” Lowest sum, $ 19 28. 

Hancock. No return from committee. 

Hinspate. One half is divided according to the taxes paid, and one half 
according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $52 68. 

Lanessoro’. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $48 38. 

Lee. Money is divided according to the number of persons between 4 and 
16 years of age, in the districts. Lowest sum, $74. 

Lenox. Two fifths are divided equally among the districts, and three fifths 
according to the number of scholars. 

Mount Wasuineton. No return from committee. 

New Asurorp. Money is divided according te the number of persons 
between the ages of 4 and 16. 

New Martporovecn. Money raised hy tax is divided ‘‘ according to the 
valuation and the number of polls.’’ The interest from funds and from the 
Surplus Revenue, according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $40 96. 

Otis. Money raised by tax is divided according to the amount each dis- 
trict has paid. Money received from the State, according to the number of 
persons between the ages of 4 and 16. 

Perv. Money is divided among the districts according to the taxes paid. 
Lowest sum, $32 02. 

Pirrsrietp. ‘* A mixed principle is adopted, having reference to property 
and number of scholars. One district receives but a little more than half the 
money it pays for schools ; while another receives a sum equal to all its town 
and county taxes.” Lowest sum, $62. Vocal music in almost all the 
schools during the summer, and in some of them in winter. 

Ricumonp. Money is divided equally according to the number of scholars. 
Lowest sum, $34 09. ; 

Sanpisrieip. Money raised by tax is paid back to the districts. The 
town school fund is divided equally among the districts. Income from the 
State fund and Surplus Revenue, according to the number of persons between 
4 and 16 years of age. Lowest sum, $19 31. Vocal music in several 
schools, occasionally. 

Savoy. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of scholars. 

SHEFFIELD. Committee did not answer the question. Y 

Srocxeripce. One third is divided equally among the districts ; and two 
thirds according to the number of scholars. 

Tyrincuam. Money raised by taxes is divided according to the yee 
each district has paid. Interest from Surplus Revenue and from local — 
State funds, according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $2247. 
Vocal music in three schools. ve ted th 

Wasuincton. Money is divided among the districts according to thé 
amount paid by each. Lowest sum, $26 14. : 

Wesr Stocxsriver. Committee did not answer the question. 
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WituiAMsTowN. One half is divided 5 pe among the districts, and one 
half according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $17 17. 

Wixpsor. Money raised by tax is divided according to the tax paid by 
each district. Income from the school fund divided equally among the dis- 
tricts. Jowest sum, $21 80. 


NORFOLK. 


BettincHaM. One third is divided among the districts; and two thirds 
according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $75. Vocal music in one 
se ool. 

Sitti Money is divided according to the number of persons in each 
district between 4 and 16 years of age. Lowest sum, $98 05. Vocal music 
in two schools. 

BrooxuineE. The committee did not answer the question. 

Canton. Sixty dollars are first given to each district, and the residue is 
divided according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $ 146 95. 

CouasseT. ‘Two hundred and fifty dollars are appropriated to the high 
school, and the residue,—eight hundred dollars,—is divided according to the 
nunber of scholars. Vocal music in one school. 

Depuam. One half is divided according to the number of ‘‘ children ’’ in 
each district, and one half according to the tax paid by each. Lowest sum, 
$187. Vocal music in three schools. 

Dorcuester. Committee did not answer the question. Vocal music in 
“ several ’’ of the schools. 

Dover. Money is divided equally among the districts. One hundred and 
twenty-two dollars to each. 

Foxsoroucu. ‘Twenty-five dollars are first allowed to a district which has 
two schools; one half of the remainder is divided according to the number of 
scholars ; and the other half equally among the districts. Lowest sum, $110. 
Voeal music in about half the schools. 

Frankuin. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. Lowest 
sum, $81 06. 

Mepriztp. Money is divided according to the number of families in each 
district. Lowest sum, $137 10. Vocal music in one school. 

Mepway. One half is divided equally among the districts, one half accord- 
ing to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $ 144 80. 

Mitton. The committee did not answer the question. 

_ Neepuam. Money is paid back to the distriets which is received from them 
in taxes. Lowest sum, $143 06. Vocal music in five schools. 

Quincy. One hundred dollars are first given to each district ; the residue 
is divided according to the number of persons in each district between the 
ages of 4 and 16 years. Lowest sum, $195. Vocal music in two schools. 

RanpotpH. One hundred dollars are first given to each district, and the 
tesidue is divided according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $ 161. 

Roxsury. Committee did not answer the question. A part of the schools 
are kept all the year. Vocal music in four schools. 

Suaron. ‘The town choose a committee to report a division of the money, 
“according to the wants of the districts ;’’ their report, if accepted, continues 
to be the rule of division ‘‘ until the condition of the districts renders it neces- 
sary to have alterations, and then a committee is chosen again.’’ Lowest sum, 
$150. Vocal music in two schools. 

STOUGHTON. Money is divided according to the number of scholars. Low- 
fst sum, $ 108 02. 

ALPOLE. One half is divided among the districts, in proportion to the 
‘axes paid by them ; aud one half according to the number of persons between 
4 and 16 years of age. Vocal music in two schools. 


Weymourn. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half . 


according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. Lowest 

sum, $298 28. Vocal mus‘e in four schools. 

, VRENTHAM. Que third is divided equally among the districts, and two 

thirds accordiag to the number ef persons between 4 and 16 years of age. 
West sum, $7130. Vocal music in three schools. 
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BRISTOL 


ArtiesorovcH. ‘A definite sum, say $2, is raised, and distributed 
each scholar in town; and in all districts numbering less than fifty schola 7 
an addition of 2! cents on each scholar, and increasing in that ratio as the 
number of scholars decreases.’ Lowest sum, $3108. Vocal music tn 
sionally. 

= One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of persons between the ages of 4 and 21 years, on the 
first day of December. Lowest sum, $40. 

DartmoutH. One half is divided equally among the districts, (exceptin 
two small districts which are counted as one,) and one half according to the 
number of families in the respective districts. Lowest sum, $38. 

Dicuton. Money raised by the town and received from the State, is divided 
according to the valuation. Income from Surplus Revenue is divided equafty 
among the districts. 

Easton. One half is divided equally among the districts. It is not stated 
how the other half is divided. Lowest sum, $96 89. Vocal music in one 
school. 

Farruaven. For the last ten or twelve years, the town has left the appor- 
tionment with the committee. ‘They usually reserve a small sum varying from 
$50 to $300, for aiding the smaller districts ; the residue they divide accord- 
ing to the number of persons between the ages of 4 and 16 years. Lowest 
sum, $33 70. 

Fatt River. The committee did not answer the question. 

Freetown. Money raised by the town, with that received from the State, 
is divided, one third equally among the districts, and two thirds aecording to 
the number of persons between the ages of 4 and 21 years. Lowest sum, 
$ 34 07. 

MansrieLp. Four tenths are divided equally among the districts, and the 
residue according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $55 65. 

New Beprorp. The committee did not answer the question. Most of 
the schools are kept through the year. 

Norton. Money is divided equally among the districts,—to each $100. 

Pawtucket. ‘Two hundred dollars, (of $ 1060,) are divided equally among 
the districts, and the residue according to the number of scholars. Lowest 
sum, $6367. Vocal music in six schools. 

RaynuamM. Committee did not answer the question. 

Rexosotu. All school moneys are divided according to the number of 
scholars between the ages of 4 and 16 years. Lowest sum, $9 48. 

Seexonk. Money raised by tax is divided among the districts according 
to the taxes which each paid. Income from Surplus Revenue and from State 
fund, according to the number of persons between 4 and 16 years of age. 
Income from local fund, equally among the districts. Lowest sum, $37 20. 

Somerset. Money is divided according to the number of families in each 
district. Lowest sum, $48 89. 

Swanzey. Money is divided ‘‘ according to the number of houses in each 
school district, $2 50 being allowed for each house.’? Lowest sum, $18. 

Taunton. One half is divided equally among the districts, and one half 
according to the number of scholars. Lowest sum, $8115. Vocal music 
in four or five schools. 

Westport. ‘* The money raised by tax is divided as follows: The sum- 
mer schools receive $6 per month for the time taught, not exceeding five 
months, and the remainder is divided equally to all the districts in proportion 
to the time taught, not exceeding four months. What this falls short of the 
amount of the teachers’ wages, is made up by a tax on each scholar according 
to the number of days he or she attends school.”” Lowest sum, $43 91. 


[To be continued. } 
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